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HOSEA XI. 12. Latter Clauſe. 


——But Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faith» 
ful with the Saints. 


21s very high Character and 
Commeadation that is given in 
% theſe Words of the Kingdom of 
Juadab, both of Prince aud Peo- 
plwe, on the Account of their ſteady 
Adherence to the divine Conſti- 
tution of their Government, and 
to the Purity of ſacted Inſtitutions, when the ten 
Tribes had fora long Time apoſtatiz'd to idola- 
trous Worſhip. ' And a brighter Repreſentation 
could ſcarce be given in ſo few Words, of the true 
Intereſt and Glory of a profeſſing People. If 
therefore the opening of this Chatacter, and diſ- 
playing ſome of the Beauties and Advantages of it, 
according to the Meaſure of the Gift J have re- 
ceived, may be of Uſe to excite a pious Emulati- 
on in the Rulers and People of this Land, andthe 
various 
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| various Orders and Degrees of Men, that com- 
q poſe this great Audience, it will ſufficiently an- 

0 ſwer the Deſign I had in view in the Choice of 
| my SubjeR. J a 
0 
0 


Concerning this Prophet Hoſea, whoſe Words I 
have read, we may obſerve, That it appears from 
the Date of his Prophecy, that he was one of the 
[ ancienteſt of the Prophets who penn'd their Pro- 
| phecies,and continued longeſt in the Diſcharge of 
| the prophetical Fonction, during the ſucceſſive 

Reigns of ſeveral Kings; for the Word of the 
1 Lord came unto him in the Days of Uzziab, Jo- 
tham, Abaz, and Heztkiab, Kings of Fudab; and 
in the Days of Feroboam, the Son of Foaſh, King 
of Iſrae}: ( Chap. 1. 1.) The Prophecy conſiſts 
I of Reprooſs, and Convictions of Sin, and Com- 
minations of divine Judgmeats for the awaken- 
ing a ſecure People, and ſerious and urgent Ex- 
hortations to Repentance, addreſs'd both to the 


Kingdom of I/rae/ and Judab. 


I ſhall not ſpend Time on the Context, the Con- 
nection of the Verſe of our Text, being variouſly 
underſtood by Interpreters ; ſome making it the 
Cloſe of the eleventh Chapter; others, * with. 
greater Probability, underſtand it as the Begin- 
ning of a new Diſcourſe, which the Prophet con- 
tinues in the following Chapter, upbraiding the 
apoſtate I/raelires, with their Defection from the 
true Worſhip of GOD, and the Faith and Piety 
of their Anceſtors, and with their vainConfidence 
in an Arm of Fleſh; and upon Conviction there- 
of, exhorting them to Amendment, and a peni- 
tent Return to the Lord their GOD. But it may 
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conduce not a little to the clearing of the Words, 
to take ſome Notice of the oppoſite Clauſe of the 
Verſe, Ephraim compaſſeth me about with Lies, and 
the Houſe of Iſrael with Decen. Epbraim put in 
Dutribution with J/7ae/, as here, is commonly uſed 
to denote the Houſe of the King, the Princes and 
Rulers of //rae} ; Feroboam, who headed the Re- 
volt from the Houſe of David, and the Defection 
from the inſtituted Worſhip of GOD at Feru/alem, 
being a Man of that Tribe. And by the Houſe 
of Vrael is meant the Body of the ten Tribes. 
That which they are charged with, is, That they 
compaſſedGOD about withLies, and withDeceit. In 
which Words the Prophet taxes thePerfidiouſneſs, 
Hypocriſy, and Idolatry of the HVraelites; they 
pretended a mighty Veneration for the GOD of 
Iſrael, and Zeal for his Service; yet having de- 
ſerted his own Inſtitutions,and ſet up their Calves 
at Dan and Bethel, and worſhipping him by Ima» 
ges and Rites of their own Invention, it was all, 
in GOD's Account, Deceit and a Lye. | 


Perfidy, and Hypocriſy in Religion, is, in Scrip- 
ture, called Lying to God. Pſal. 18. 36. They 
flattered bim with their Mouth, and they lyed to bim 
with their Tongues, So likewiſe is Idolatry and 
Falſe-worſhip; it being familiar in Scripture to 
term Idols, Vanities, and Lies, a Work of Errors, 
andTeacbers of Lies. * They are lying Repreſenta- 
tions of the true GOD, who is a glorious incom- 
prehenſible Spicit, deceive their Worſhippers, and 
fruſtrate the Confidence they repoſe ia them. 


To aggravate this Perfidiouſneſs of 1/rael, the 
Prophet ſets before them the Example of Fudab, 
(comprehending the Tribe of Benjamin, and othet 


tn. _——__ 


Jer. 16. 19. Pal, 40 4. Rom, 1. 25 Jer. 20, 15. Hab. 2. 18. 
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pious raelites, who adhered to theHouſe of David, 
and the true Worſhip of GOD, after the Revolt of 
the ten Tribes) with an high Encomium of their 
Stedfaſtneſs and Integrity. But Fudab yet ruleth 
with GOD, and is fanbful with the Saints. It is a 
Deſcription of the State of Fudab, in it's beſt and 
pureſt Times. Here are two fignal Inſtances of 
thelategrity of the two Tribes, mention'd to their 
Commendation. 


1. That Judah ruled with GOD. This has a 
direct Aſpect on the Princes and Rulers of Judab, 
who were peculiarly deſign'd by GOD to the 
Government of the Kingdom: They ruled with 
GOD, as his Delegates, executing their Commiſſi- 
on for his Honour and Intereſt, and according to 
the Direction of his Laws, Some indeed give us 
this general Meaning of the Words, Judab per- 
ſiſted faithfully in the Service of GOD, following 
bim as their Guide and Ruler; for to ſerve GOD, 
is to rule with him. The Gloſs, I confeſs, ſeems 
rather ingenious than ſolid ; for, however true it 
be (and a great Truth doubtleſs it is, tho' a Pa- 
radox to the World) that The Service of 
*+ GOD is not only true Liberty and Freedom, 
e but Dignity and Dominion.” Yet that Ruling 
here is to be underſtood in its proper Signification, 


im and the Houſe of Jfracl on the one Hand, and 
Fudab on the other. Epbraim, the royal Tribe, 
that is, the Rulers of ael, are ſuppos'd to rule 
without GOD, when they fell to Idolatry ; yea, it 
was their Ambition, and Luſt of Domination, 
which was the Cauſe of their caſting off the true 


Worſhip of GOD; for this politick Reaſon it was, 
that Zerobcam ſet up the idolatrous Worſhip of the 
golden Calves, and deviſed new Inſtitutions, that 
by this Means he might ftceogthen his _—_— 
al 
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Gal ol) on wo a tv. >. A 


"Ao » © ou. wat 


— 
— 


An Election SERMON, 4 


and pre vent the Return of the Tribes of 1/-ae] to 
the Houſe of David, which he feared might be 
occafion'd by their Reſort to the Temple at Je- 
ruſalem to offer Sacrifice, eſpecially on the three 
ſolemn Feaſts, ® And the ſame State-Maxims 
prevailed with all his Succeſſors till the Captivity, 
to tread in the ſame Steps. But Fudab (i. e. the 
Governors of the two Tribes, for GOD cbeſe Ju- 
dah to be the Ruler, 1 Chron. 28. 4.) yet ruled 
with GOD, becauſe in Fudab remained the true 
and lawful Succeſſion of Princes in the Houſe of 
David, choſen and approved of GOD, and becauſe 
in Fudab the Kingdom remained united with the 
true and lawful Prieſthood, appointed and ſetled 
by GOD in the Houſe of Aaron. So that GOD 
himſelf ruled by his own Ioftitvtions in the King- 
dom of Fudah: And eſpecially Fudab might be 

ſaid to rule with GOD, when the Princes and Go- 
vernors of Fudah took Care to adminiſter the po- 

litical Affairs of the Kingdom, and to order Mat- 

ters of Religion in it according to the righteous 
Laws and Ordinances of GOD their ſupream 


King. 


If it be ſaid, That this ſame Prophet gives a 
very different Character of the Princes of Judab, 
repreſenting them as guilty of great Irregularities 
(for which GOD had a Controverſy with them) 
in ſeveral Paſſages of his Prophecy, particularly, 
Chap. 5. 10 The Princes of Fudab were like Men 
that remove the Bounds ; either by introducing Cor- 
ruption into GOD's Worſhip, by their impious 
Examples agd Decrees, and ſo encroaching on 
GOD's Rights, and removing the Bounds of Re- 
ligion, or by invading the Rights and Properties 
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of the Subjects, and ſo removing the Bounds of 
Jultice and Equity; therefore, it follows, I will 
pour out my Wrath upon them like Water, How 
then is this conſiſtent with their ruling with- 
GOD? 


To ſolve this, we muſt recolle& what has been 
obſerved concerning the Date of this Prophecy, 
which was given forth, not all at once, but in the 
ſeveral Reigns of the Kings of Zudab, in the Days 
of Uzziab, Jot bam, Abaz, and Hezekiah. Whence 
it appears, That what the holy Prophet has left 
on Record, was but a brief Summary of thoſe 
Things that were more largely delivered in the 
ſucceſſive Reigns of ſo many Kings, and that as 
he lived and prophecy'd in the Reign of one of 
the worſt of them, viz. Abaz, to the Character of 
whoſe Reign the worſt Things here charg'd on 
the Princes of Judab, might well agree; ſo did 
he alſo continue in the Diſcharge of the prophe- 
tick Office, in the Reign of one of the beſt, his 
Son and Succeſſor, Hezekiab; to whoſe religious 
and proſperous Reign, the Character exhibited in 
the Text did undoubtedly belong. Thus Grotius 
underſtands it to be a Deſcription of the Times of 
 Hezekiab, who reſtored the true Worſhip of GOD 
in Judab, when Corruption in Worſhip and Man- 
ners did exceedingly prevail in the ten Tribes. 


2. The other Inſtance of their Integrity was, 
That they continued faithful with the Saints: 
Which is to be underſtood of the whole Kingdom 
of Judab in general, including both Prince and 
People, as the Antithefis betwixt this, and the for- 
mer Branch of the Verſe, requires. This is the 
Praile of Judab, That when his Brethren of the 
Houſe of /rael, apoſtatiz'd to Idolatry and falſe 
Worſhip, he was faithful with the ft. H ly, ace 
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cording to the marginal Vetſion, that is, witb SOD; 
which denotes his faithful and conſtant adherence 
to the Worſhip of God; or gvith the Saints, as the 


Text readers the Word in its moſt proper & uſual 


Signification. He was faithful in the Service of 
God in Communion with all the Saints. By the 
Saints may be meant either the godly Patriarchs, 
and Predeceſſots of the Jewiſh Church, Abrabam, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, Moſes and the ſucceeding Pro- 
phets, by whom God revealed to them his Laws 
and Ordinances, and directed their Worſhip and 
Obedience to him : So to be faitbful with the Saints, 
is to perſevere in the Steps of their pious Anceſtors, 
and faithfully to retain the true Religion in its 
Purity, as it was tranſmitted to them by their 
Hands, Or by the Saints may be meant the Prieſts 
and Levites, the Miniſters of holy Things, who 
being conſecrated to God, and his ſpecial Service, 
were in a peculiar manner 'dignifyed with theTitle 
of Saints, or holy Ones, the High Prieſt, more emi- 

nently, Aaron the Faint of the Lord. + And Mſes 
io bleſſing the Tribes of Levi, be ſaid, Let thy 
Tbummim, and thy Urim be with thy holy one. * 
Thus Fudab was faithful with the Saints, when 
Hezekiab, with his Priaces and People join'd with 
the ſacred Order the Prieſts of the Lord, in pro- 
moting the Worſhip of God, when they kept 
cloſe to ſacred Inſtitutions, attending the Service 
of the Temple, perform'd by the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, according to God's Ocdinance, whom Fero- 
boam and his Succeſlors had caſt off from executing 
the Prieſt's Office. F Io this we find Abijab King 
of Fudab glorying in his Speech to Jeroboam, and 
the Tribes of Iſrael, 2 Chron. 13. 9, 10. But as 
for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forſa- 
ken bim, 4 and the rigs which ſe unto elves 
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are the Sons of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon 
their Buſineſs, &c. And this indeed ſerv'd to 
heighten the Commendation of Fudab, that not- 
withſtanding the Revolt and Degeneracy of his 
Brethren, and the ill Example of their idolatrous 
Worſhip, he ſtood firm ia his Loyalty, & Fidelity 
to God ia the Profeſſion and Practice ot the true 
Religion. Judah yes ruleth with God, and is yet 
faubful &c. But it ſhall ſuffice to have offer'd 
thus much in way of Explication. 


Now tho? the State of the Jews under the old 
Teſtament, was properly a Theocracy, God himſelf 
being in a peculiar manner their King, having by 
various extraordinary Methods, form'd them a 
People for himſelf, took upon him, by the general 
Conſent of that Nation, the Government over 
them; their Conſtitution both civil and eccleſiaſti- 
cal, was of his forming, the Laws by which their 
Common- Wealth was adminiſtred, as well as their 
religious Inſtitutions were enacted by his immedi- 
ate Authority ; their Magiſtrates and Rulers were 
of his more immediate and peculiar Deſignation, 
authorized and furniſh'd by him with Powers for 
the execution of their Office, as his Deputies on 
Earth, + who were alſo favout'd with frequent 

particular 
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$ For which Reaſon I humbly conceive that the gloriow Title 
of Gods in Scripture is attributed, if not appropriatcd only to 
the Magiſtrates of the Iſraelitiſn Nation, as they were in a 
peculiar Manner the Delagares, or Lieutenants of the God 
of lirael on Earth, impower'd by a ſpecial Commiſſion from 
him to execute his Laus; and eſpecially as they were in that 
Capacity T'vpes of the Meſſiah, „ho is that in Truth, which 
they were in Type, Ged over all bleſſid for ever. To which 
purpoſe the Words of our Saviour are remarkable, who in 
quoting that Pofſage of the Plalmiſt, Plal. 82. 6. I bave ſaid 
% are Gods &c. tom thence juſtifying his ov.n Claim to the 
Jiile of the Son of God againlt the Cavils of the Jews, thus 
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ven, and holy Prophets iaſpiced theace, for Re- 
proof, Warning, Counſel and Direction, as Occa- 


ſion required; on which Accounts the Jewiſh | 


Magiſtcates might be ſaid to rule with God Kc. in 
a Manner peculiar to that diſtioguiſhed Nation : 
Nevertheleſs the Words intheir general Meaning, 
and main Intention (ſetting aſide what was pecu- 
liar to the Jewiſh State, which was wholly extra- 
ordinary) may be well accommodated to a cht iſtian 
State and Government, And in this View I pro- 

oſe to conſider them, and the Subject of my in- 
tended Diſcourſe from them, I ſhall offer to you 
in this general Obſervation, viz. 


DOCTRINE. 


That as it is unqueſtionably the Duty, ſi it will 
be bigbiy for the Intereſt and Reputation, b-tb 


of Rulers and People profeſſing the true Religion, 


eſpecially in Times of Degeneracy, to rule with 
GOD, and to be faithful with the Saints. 


I ſhall endeavour to ſpeak in order of theſe two 
Branches (into which the Subject naturally re- 
ſolves itſelf.) Firſt, Of Ruling withGod. Secondly, 


argues, Joh. 10. 36. If he called them Gods unto whom the 
Mord of God came, and the Scripture cannot be broken ; ſay ye 
of him, whom the Father hath ſanctiſyed, and ſent into the World, 
thou blaſphemeſt, becauſe I ſaid, I am the Son of * God } Thoſe 
Words, and the Scriptures cannot be broken, plainly ſhew, that 
the Prophet's Words were ſpoken of the Jewiſh Magiſtrates, 
vith a typicalReference to Chriſt (in hichReſpect they have 
the Nature of Prophecys, and mult be fulfilled) and were 
verifyed and fulfilled in him, who (being God, not only by 
Office, bur by Nature (as the Antirype always carries in it the 
Truth and Reality of what was but ſhadow'din the Ty pe) and 
therefore equal to his Charge) is appointed by the Father, his 
high Commiſſianet to the Children of Men. 
© Of 
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Of being faithful with the Saints, The former 
Brgnch principally concerns the Rulers of a pro- 
feſſigg People. The latter, the Body of a Peo- 
ple; as well as their Rulers, Accordingly, 


I. 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew, when the Rulers 
of 'a profeſſing People may be ſaid to rule with 
GOD, and how much it will be for their Honour 
and Advantage ſo to do: Por ruling with GOD 
ſpeaks both the Duty and Dignity of Rulers. | 


x. As it ſpeaks their Duty, the Enquiry ſhall 
be, When may Rulers or Magiſtrates be ſaid to 
rule with GOD? To this I ſhall anſwer as brief- 
ly as I can, ia the following Particulars, | 


1. When they make the Glory of GOD, and the 
Good of their People, the great Ends of their Go- 
verameat, and purſue theſe in all the ie Acts and 
Adminiſtrations. Theſe are the proper Ends of 
the Inſtitution of Government among Men. All 
civil Power and Authority being of GOD, accor- 
ding to the Apoſtle, # muſt be improved for him; 
for whatever is of bim as the firſt Cauſe, muſt be 
to bim, to his Glory and Honour, as the laſt End.+ 
The next End in Subordination and Subſerviency 
to this, is the Good of their People: Magiſtracy | 
being in the original Inſtitution of it, defign'd for 
the maintaining and promoting the good Order, 
Peace, and Welfare of the ſeveral Societies of 
Men. He is ( ſaith the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the 
Magiſtrate ) tbe Miniſter of GOD to thee for Good. + 
He is ſo, by the Deſign of his Inſtitution, being 
ordain'd of GOD, to take Care of the publick 
Good, in which every Man's particular Welfare 
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is involv'd. And theſe are the Ends of the di- 
vine Government: The ſupream Lord and Ruler 
of Heaven and Earth, hath a conſtant and inyio- 
lable Regard to his own Glory, and the Good of 
his Creatures, in all his Adminiſtrations. *Tis his 
Prerogative to rule for his own End. This Right 
inconteſtably belongs to him, who being an ihde- 
pendant Sovereign, has none above him to give 
him the Charge of the World, or take an Account 
of his Adminiſtration : and as he is a Being moſt 
excellent, inflaitely and invariably perfect, can 
have no other Deſigus but what are great, and 
wiſe, and good, becoming himſelf ; and being the 
univerſal firſt Cauſe, muſt needs have an unalie- 
nable Dominion over the Creatures, and a Right 
to order and govern all for his own Glory. And 
this his Right is confeſs'd and proclaim'd in the 
Adorations of the heavenly Church; the twenty 
four Elders caſting their Crowns before the Throne, 
ſaying, Thou art wirtby, O Lord, to receive Glory, 
Honour, and Power, for thou haſt created allThings, 
and for thy Pleaſure, or thy Will, tbey are and were 
created, + And next to his ownGlory, he deſigus 
the Good of his Creatures; yea, the one is inſe- 
pecably connected with and involved in the other; 
for hence ariſes his Glory and Praiſe from all his 
Works, even becauſe he is g'0d to all, and bis ten- 
der Mercies are over all bis Works: ||\ The bleſſed 
GOD being from Eternity ſelf-ſufficient, ' above 
all poſhble Want, and being immutably Good, 
could have no other End or Motive, conceivable 
to us, to create and govern ſuch a World as this, 
but to diſplay his Bounty, Wiſdom, Allfufficien- 
cy, Juſtice and Mercy, in the Eyes of admiring 
Intelligencies; diffuſing his Benignity to all Parts 
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of the Creation, and diſpoſing all Things for the 


Good of the Univerſe. 


The whole World is his Family, which as the 
univerſal Parent, he precides over, ſuſtains, and 


provides for, with a paternal Bounty, Wiſdom, 


and Care ; exhibiting the Proofs of his Beiog, 


and governing Providence, in Inſtances of Kind- 
neſs, even to the heathen World; + and to the 
Evil and Unthankful, || but he hath peculiar De- 
ſigns of Good to Ris own People and Children, 
(the ſpecial Favourites of Heaven) in conduc- 
ting and diſpoſing the Affairs of the World, as the 
holy Scriptures abundantly teſtify. 7 Such being 
the Ends of the divine Government, earthly Ma- 


giſtrates may be ſaid to rule with him, when they 


harmonize with the ſupream Ruler, in theſe great 
Ends of his Glory and the Good of Men; when 
they make it their Aim, in all the Acts of their 
Government,to app rove themſelves to him,and to 
promote the Intereſts of his Glory in their whole 

uriſdiction; as thoſe that are commiſſion'd by 
him, de pendant on him, and accountable to him, 
and when they concur with him in all the great 
Deſigns of his Mercy and Good Will to Mankind, 
ſeeking the Welfare of theic People. * 


To this End Rulers ought to be Men of public 
generous Spirits, not ſeeking their own Honour, 
or the agrandizing or enriching themſelves and 
theic Families; for thus they will pervert the De- 
ſign of their Office, and abuſe the Truſt devolv'd 
on them, but aiming at the publick Weal in all 
their Counſels, Enterprizes, and Actions : The 


— — — 
+ Acts 14. 17. || Luk. 6. 35. + See 2 Chron 16.9. Pal. 
33. 18. and 73. 1. Iii 43. 4. Rom 8,28, Eph. 1. 22. 
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Motto of that heathen Roman Emperor, Nen mibi 
ſed Popul», well becomes a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 
he mult not think himſelf advanc'd to that high 
Digaity for his own Iatereſt, but for that of the 
Publick. For this Reaſon Jethro adviſed Moſes 
in the Choice of Magiſtrates, to have a particular 
Regard to this Qualification among others, that 
they ſhould be Men —— bating Coveteuſneſi. * 
This Selfiſhneſs and Contractedneſs of Spirit very 
ill becomes a Man in a private Capacity, ſince 
Nature itſelf teaches, that noMan is born for him- 
ſelf alone; the great Author of our Beings ha- 
ving given us, in the very Frame and Conflitutj- 
on of our Natures, a Capacity for ſocial Converſe 
and mutual Aſſiſtance, bas thereby laid an Obliga= 
tion upon us, to ſeek each one another's Welfare; 
and Chriſtianity eaforces this DiQate of Nature, 
by recommending a generous Charity as the pe- 
culiar Characteriſtick of its Votaries ; a Chatiiy 
whoſe Property it is not to ſeek her own T hings, $ 
However ſuch Self-ſeeking is more pardonable in 
private Perſons, than in thoſe that are advanc'd 
to a publick Station, and have a publick Truſt 
committed to them, which adds to the Obligations 
of Nature and Chriſtianity, to intend and purſue 
the publick Welfare. *T will therefore be a lau- 
dable Ambition in Rulers to approve themſelves. 
Fathers and BenefaQors of their Country, laying 
aſide all ſuch private Views, as interfere with the 
com mon Good, which their Office binds them to 
endeavour the Advancement of, to their Power, 
to mend what is amiſs among their People, to de- 
fend their Rights and Properties, and promate 
their true Intereſt and Proſperity, and eſpecially 
to ſeek the Good of the Church of GOD under 
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their Dominion. Thus while they anſwer the 
Ends of Government, and conſpire with the ſu=- _ 
pream Ruler, in his wiſe and good Deſigns, they 
may be truly ſaid to rule with him. 


2. When they ſeek the divine Direction and 
govern themſelves by the Rules of GOD's Word 
in the Exerciſe of their Authority. A Perſon or 
People is ſaid in Scripture to be with GOD while 
they ſtek bim.“ And then may the Rulers of a 
People be ſaid to rule with GOD, when they are 
much with him in Prayer, not only on their own 
Account in common with all devout Chriſtians, but 
on the publick Account, ſeeking the divine Guidance 
and Bleſſing on their Counſels and Adminiſtrati- 
ons; as thoſe that acknowledge and firmly believe 
the Superintendency of a divine Providence over 
humane Affaits; and that the good or ill Succeſs 
of all their Enterprizes depends entirely on its 
Smiles or Frowns. The Weight of Government 
and Cares of the Publick that lie vpon them, call 
for the united Prayers of their People. And all 
piousChriſtians will think it theirDuty,as they are 
bound by the Rules of the Goſpel, to be often & ear- 
neſtly addreſſing Heaven on their Behalt, that 
they may be repleniſh'd with a Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Counſel, and mightily aſſiſted and ſucceeded 
in the Conduct of publick Aﬀairs. Much leſs 
will pious Rulers, ſenſible of their Dependence on 
GOD, be wanting in this Duty, in which them- 
ſelves are ſo immediately concern'd, and which is 
ſo neceſſary to engage the Divine Preſence with 
them, and to bring down aDivineBlefſing on their 
Government, and on the People under their Care, 
for whom they ſhould be compaſſionatelIntecceflors, 
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Such were Moſes, F:ſbua, and Samael, David, 
. ZFeboſapbat and Hezekiab, and other pious Princes 
of Judab, who are ſet forth as glorious Examples 
to all Rulers who have the Weltare of their Peo- 
ple on their Hearts, And the Prayers of pious 
Rulers have a mighty Power with God, to pro- 
cure publick Bleſſings: And when they ſpirited 
like Moſes and in the Breach, to avert the Divine 
Wrath, God's Hands ſeem ty'd up by their Iateg- 
ceſhon, from executing juſt Vengeance on a pto- 
voking People, as his Words to Moſes to divert 
him from pleading for ſinful Iſrael, Let me alone, 
#* ſeem to import. When Rulers do thus approve 
themſelves Men of Prayer, and Interceſſots for 
the Publick, then do they Rule with God in the 
beſt Manner, as thoſe that have a powerful Inte- 
xeſt ia him, yea, as Princes with God. 


And to maintain this Character of their Goveru- 
ment, they are obliged not only to ſeek the divine 
Ditection aad Bleſſing, but alſo to endeavour 
Conformity to the Rules of Religioo, the Rules 
of God's holy Word in the Exerciſe of their Au- 
thority : to take the Will of GOD for their Rule, 
and govern themſelves in all their Counſels, and 
Actions, by thoſe Principles of Juſtice, and Inte- 
grity, Wiſdom and Prudence, Meekneſs, and Be- 
nignity, which the Law of Nature,and eſpecially 
the holy Scriptures recommend, and require in 
Rulers, The Kings of Iſrael were commanded 
by GOD to write a Copy of the Law, and to read 
therein all the Days of their Lives, that they might 
learn to fear the Lord their GOD, and to keep all the 
Wards of bis Law. 4 Which Precept ( tho' it 
mayn't be ſuppoſed binding in the Letter of it to 
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- Chriſtian Magiſtrates, yet) carries this InſtruQion 
in it to all Chriſtian Kings, and ſubordinate Ru- 
lets, that they ought to be very converſant with 
the ſacred Writings, and well acquainted with 
the Will ot GOD therein revealed, for the order- 
ing aright their Conduct in thoſe high Stations 
and Employ ments they are placed in. And the 
Rules and Maxims of Religion ſteadily purſued 
by thoſe that are employed in a publick Troſt, 
however repugnant theſe may be to the Maxims 
of worldly Policy, which are calculated to ſerve 
ſome ſeperate Intereſt, yet will ever be found 
"molt conducive to the tight Ends of Government, 
in the Advancement of GOD's Glory and the 
Welfare of the Public. 1 * 


3 When they act under the realizing Views of 
the Divine Omoilcience, and the Account they 
muſt render of their Adminiſtrations to the ſu- 
picam judge. To be with God in the Stile of 
Scripture, ſometimes ſignifies to be under actual 
Appreheiſions of the Majeſty, Preſence, and In- 
ſpection of God. Thus the devout Pſalmiſt,hav- 
ing been contemplating the divine Omniſcience, 
aa Omnip:eſence, expreſſes the conſtant Senſe 
he had of the Eye of God upon him in theſe 
Words, Hben I awake, Tam ſtill with thee. ® Aud 
this is receſſiry to that Part of the Rulers Cha- 
racter laid Cow in ſacred Writ, Rul:ny inthe fear 
ef God. + --- They muſt tranſact all theAﬀaits of 
Government and Judgment, as thoſe that know 
they have a GOD of infinite Knowledge, and 
impwtia! Juilice, always preſent with them, to 
overſee, ani review, all their Counſels Dehares, 
Sentences, an Decrees ; for he ftandeth in the 
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Congregation of the Migbiy. + He preſides in all 
humane Courts, whether of JuriſdiQion or Judi- 
cature, as ſupream Judge ot all the Rulers and 
Judges of the Earth, and very narrowly inſpeRs 
their Principles, Aims and Deſigas, as well as 
overt Acts, in the Exerciſe of that Authority he 
hath committed to them, in order to a ſttict Rec- 
koning with them. And Magittrates that behave 
themſelves in their Poſts, under the Influence of 
theſe Conſiderations, who always ſet God betorg 
them in a deep Senſe and Reverence of his Autho- 
rity, Preſence, Iaſpection, and Juſtice, and are 
influenced by the Proſpect of. the Account they 
muſt give to Him of themſelves and their Admi- 
niſtcation, unto a ſttict Cate toapprove themſelves 
to him, and to keep in good Terms with their 
Judge, may undoubtedly be ſaid ro rule with him. 


4. When they take a ſpecial Care of Religion 
among their People, and improve theic Authority 
to uphold and promote it. Thus the , reforming 
| Kings, and Magittrates of Fudab ruled with God, 
when they took Care by their Example and Au- 
thority to ſet forward the Worſhip of GOD, and 
true Religion in the Kingdom. GOD himſelf 
rules in a peculiar Manner, where true Religion 
flouriſhes and prevails. This is the ſpecial King- 
dom of GOD in this World, as it ſtands in Oppo- 
ſition to the Kingdom of Sin and Satan. And it 
is the Chriſtian Religion eſpecially, as it was 
taught and eſtabliſned by the San of GOD, which 
hath in great Part reſtored his Kingdom among 
Men, after it was almolt baniſhed out of the World. 
Ani *tis the Advancement of thisKingdom, where- 
in his own Glory, and the Good of Mankind are 
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jointly concerned, which is the great Deſigu of 
his providential Gavernmeat of the World. Here 
he will Rale in the midſt of his Enemies, and in 
ſpight of chem; 4 and will go on to make Over- 
turnings in the Earth, till 2b Kingdoms of this 
World-becoms the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis 
rie. | And it is the Wiſdom and the Intereſt 
of earthly Magiſtrates, and Rulers, to ki/s the Son, 
according to the Language of holy Scripture, + to 
profeſs Subject ion, and pay Homage to the incar- 
nate Redeemer, to de vote themſelves, and their 
Power and Authority to his Service. And when 
theſe Shields of the Barth, as they are called, || are 
conſetrated to the Lord Feſus, to exalt Him in 
their Dominion, by affording Protect ion & En- 
couragement to his Religion and Servants ; when 
they concur with the Deſign of the. bleſſed GOD, 
by their Eadeavours to advance the Kingdom 
of his Son, and to promote his pure and un- 
defiled Religion, by ſhewing themſelves the Pa- 
trons of it, and nurſing Fathers to the Church of 
Chriſt, then do they in an eminent Manner rule 
with GOD and for him. | 


The ſecular Magiſtrate indeed may not uſe his 
Authority to impoſe Articles of Faith, or Modes of 
Worſhip, on the Conſciences of the Subjects, or 
enforce theſe by civil Penalties ; for the Conſci- 
ences of Men are immediately ſubject to GOD, 
and acknowledge noSuperiour but Him alone. It 
is a Branch of the royal Prerogative of the ſu- 
pream King, which he will ſhare with no Autho- 
fity on Exrcth, to rule in the Conſcience ; his I- 
mage and Superſcription it bears, and not Cæſar's. 
If the Magiſtrate's Sword could pierce and wound 
the Conſcience, he might have a more juſtifiable 
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Pretenſion to exerciſe a Juriſdiction over it; but 
no Sword can reach this ſpiritual Faculty in Man 
but the Sword of the Spirit, the Sword that pro- 
ceedeth out of the Mouth of him whoſe Name is 
the Word of GOD, Yea, it is the undoubted In- 
tereſt of civil Magiſtrates to preſerve the Rights of 
Conſcience intire and inviolable among their Peo- 
ple; for when once their Conſciences ate vitiated 
| and debauch'd (as moſt certainly they are) by 
forc'd Compliances with Impoſitions againſt their 
Light and Dictates, the ſacred Ligaments of So- 
ciety and Government are at once broken and 
diſſolved ;/ no Promiſes, Covenants, or Oaths can 
be ſuppos'd to have any ſure Hold upon them, 
who have broken looſe from the natural Reve- 
rence of GOD in their own Conſciences. 


However, there is notwithſtanding ſufficient 
Room, & Scope for theExetciſe of the Magiſtrates 
Authority in, and about Matters of Religion. 
The Morals of a People, that make up an eſſen- 
tial Part of practical Religion, and which affect 
Society, are undoubtedly the Object of the Ma- 
giſtrates Ioſpection and Care, who is generally 
confeſs'd to be Utrin/q; Tabulæ Cuſtos & Vindex ; 
the Guardian of both Tables. Here, he beareth 
not the Sword in vain ; nor can he exerciſe too 
ſevere a Concern in this Matter : This is the 
great End of Magiſtracy, as the Apoſtle has de- 
claced, whether of the King as Supream, or of Co- 
vernors that are ſent by bim; they are ordained 
for the Puniſhment f evil D ers, and for the Praiſe 
of them that do well + They are to be a Terror 
to Evil Doers by making ſevere Laws agaioft Im- 
piety and Viee, arm'd with ſuch Penalties, as may 
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be effeQual to curb in, and reſtrain the vicious 
Inclinations of Men; and by a zealous Execu- 
tion of them. The Magiſtrates Sword of Juſtice 
mult like that ſet about Paradiſe, turn every Way, 
to Guard God's ſacred Name, and Day, and the 
holy Things of his Houſe, againſt open Propha- 
nations of all Kinds; and to correct and repreſs 
as much as in them lies, the Immoralities of the 
ſecond Table, all Violence and Injuſtice, Pride, 
Luxury, Whoredom, Drunkenneſs, Lying, Slan- 
dering, and the like Enormities ; which no leſs 
violate the Peace, and Welfare of Societies, than 
the Rules of Religion. They have it alſo much 
in their Power to protect and encourage the Pro- 
ſeſſion and Practice of true Religion, by counte- 
nancing tbe pious and faithful among their Sub- 
je ds; honouring them that fear the Lord, while 
a vile Perſon is contemned in their Eyes; and 
advancing thoſe of that CharaQter to publick Poſts 
in the Government, according to the Example of 
the royal Pfalmiſt's Reſolution, t Mine Kyes ſhall be 
upin the faitbful if the Land, that they may dwell 
with me: He that walketh in a perfect Way, be ſhall 
ſerve me, More eſpecially by affording all proper 
Encouragement to a learned, pious, and faithful 
Miniſtry, on which, as the Means GOD hath or- 
dained and ſarftifyed, true Religion depends: 1 
mean not the Name only, but its Vitality, Power, 
and I: fluence on Men's Hearts and Lives. And 
a'ſ» by ſupporting Schools of Learning for the 
I: fruftion of Youth, and forming their Minds 
betimes to Religion and Vertue ; which are high- 
ly neceflary tothele Ends ; becauſe of moſt Pa- 
1efits want, cither of Ability, Iaclination, or Lei- 
ſure to ir-ſtruCt their own Children, and without 
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which a People will ſoon ene, into Barba- 
riſm and Icceligion. . $a on 


In ſuch Ways, as theſe, and others that might 
be meation'd, the.Magiſtrate's Authority may be 
well improved for.the Advancement of Religion 
and the Kingdom of GOD; ,and if, as the, vip 
Man obſerves, Righteouſne/s exalteth a Nation, + 


tends to their Honour and Proſperity, and S 1 


a Reproach to any People, tends to bring them low, 
and ſubject them to Poverty, Reproach and Mi- 
ſery, it is certainly the Magiſtrate's Duty, as he is 
ordained for the publick Good, and no leſs his 
Iatereſt, to uſe his Power to encourage and pro- 
mote Religion and Righteouſneſs, and to ſuppreſs 


Vice and Wickedneſs. And thoſe that a NT 


Zeal andFaithfulneſs for theſe Ends of their Office, 
who riſe up againſt the evil Doers, and ſtand up 


for GOD agaipſt. the Workers, of Iniquity, and 


employ their Authority for the Intereſt of his 
Kingdom, or moral Government over Men, may 
juſtly be ſaid to rule with oon. to rule accot- 
ding to his Heart. 


5. When' they ſudy to exemplify, 1 in their 14. 


- miniſtration, thoſe Pet fect ions of the ſupream Ru- 


ler, that are moſt eminently demonſtrated ip his 
Governmeot of the World; particularly his Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, and Mercy. Theſe divine Propet- 
ties ſhine with a peculiar Luſtre in the As of his 
governing Providence over Mankind; in the Me- 
nifeſtation whereof he is greatly delighted and 
glorified, when, as he*ſpeaks by the Prophet, he 


is known, adoi'd, and imitated, as a GOD that 


exerciſub Loving- Kindneſs, or Mercy, Judgment, 
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or Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Diſcretion, and 
Righteouſneſs in the Earth. + This Earth is the 
Theatre on which thoſe glorious reQoral Per- 
feQions of the ſupream Majeſty, his Mercy,Wiſ- 
dom, and Juſtice, are more admirably diſplay'd, 
for ought we know, than on any other Parr of 
the Creation ; for we know of no other rebel 
Creatures beſides degenerate Mankind, whom the 
Great GOD has vouchſated to take under his Go- 
vernment and Care, in order to their being re- 
duced to their Allegiance and Happineſs: And 
ſuch a Race of revolted Crearures taken under 
the divine Management for ſuch Purpoſes, muſt 


needs afford a large Scope for the Exerciſe and 


{ Manifeſtation of infinite Wiſdom, and the admi- 
rable Temperature of Juſtice 8nd Mercy in all his 
Dealings with them by a Mediator. 


And earthly Rulers, who bear the Image of his 


Authority in their Office, and ſuſtain theCharaQer 


of his Vicegerents, are, as ſuch, under peculiar 
Obligations to imitate the ſupream Governour in 


his moral Perſections, eſpecially to endeavour a 


Reſemblance of him in his Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Clemency, in the Exerciſe of their Au- 
thority, and then will they give the cleareſt Proof 
of their ruling with him. And ſuch are theQua- 
lifications of Rulers which the holy Scriptures 
moſt frequently recommend, and infiſt upon, as 
requiſite to the faithful Diſcharge of their Office. 
I purpoſe not to inſiſt here, but ſhall very briefly 
oblerve, 


1. They muſt be Men of Wiſdom, Underſtan- 
ding, and Diſcretion; well acquainted with the 
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Rules and Methods of Governmeat, and with the 
Manners, Cuſtoms, Tempers, and Intereſts of 
their People, and the Circumſtances of their Af- 
faics. They muſt excell in uſeful Koowledge, e- 
ſpecially in ſuch Kinds and Degrees as may give, 
them a thorough Inſight into their Office, in order 
to a regular and ſucceſsful Management: They 
muſk be Perſons of a ſolid Judgment and Tho't, 
Diſcerning and Penetration; capable of ſeeing. 
with their own Eyes, that they may not be Jed 
blindfold by others: Such as have Underſtanding. 
ef the Times, like the Men of Iacbar, to know 
bat Iſrael ought to do; and know, the Things 
that belong to the Peace of their People, and ſtudy. 
to promote the ſame by a prudent and dextrous 
Application of proper Means for that Purpoſe. 
This Qualification Moſes directs to in the Choice 
of Rulers ; Take ye wiſe Men, and Underſtanding, 
and known among your Tribes. + 


2. They muſt be Men of ſtrict and impartial 
22 : for the GOD of Hrael ſaid- He that ru- 
eth over Men, muſt be juſt. + And natural Reaſon 
readily ſubſcribes to that divine Oracle, that ſuch 
as are veſted with Magiſtratical Authority over 
Men muſt be juſt, and neither do wrong them-. 
ſelves, nor ſuffer it to be done by others, and 
take Care that Juſtice may have its free Courſe in 
the common Wealth, by enacting righteous Laws 
and Rules of Government, and by a righteous 
and impartial Execution of them, always maic.- 
taining an unbrib'd and unbiaſſed Diſpoſition to 
do Juſtice to all, without Reſpect of Perſons, in 

Imitation of the ſupream Judge. WN 
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3. Mercy and "Clemency alſo muſt enter inte 
their CharaRer to tempet the rigour of Juſtice. 
Mzgiſtrates muſt rye” with Clemency. For as the 
T brone is eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs; ſo it is alſo 
wpbolden by Mercy, ſaith the ſame wiſe King. ® 
And this is the peculiar Glory of the Divine Go- 
vernment. Now when theſe amiable divineQua- 
Jities, I have mentioned, do meet in Rolers, and 
ate cart ied thro” their Adminiſtration, it is ap- 
patent, that God himſelf rules in, and by them, 
aud they with him. I ſhall only add. 


6 When they erde theniſeſves' Perſons of 
ſtt ict Religion and Vertue. When all their other 
Accompliſhments for Rule and Government, ate 
crow ui with real and exemplary Piety. This 
alone, tis true, will not. qualify a Man for Go- 
vertiment, nor is every fiucerely pious Man fit to 
be made a Nagiltrate'; yer it will add a Luſtre, 
and give Lite to a Man's other intellectual and 
moral Endowments, and qualify him for rulio 
with GOD in the forementioned Reſpects, not 
only as a ſubſetvientluſtrument of his Providence, 
as otheis may be, who are deſtitute of real Piety, 
but as one who is animated and conducted by a 
divide Spirit, impreſs d with the Image of GOD; 
living in Communion with him, and devoted to 
his Service and Honour, and as "ſuch, more emi-' 
nently (as it may be expected) aMſted, owned, 
ard beſet of GOD in his publick Station. This 
therefore is neceſſity to the more effectual reach- 
irg the Ends of Government in ruling with and 
ſo: GOD, d for the Good of Men, that Ma- 
giltrates, who ſtand in Places of Eminency among 
their People, ſhould be Perſons of conſpicuous 
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Piety and Devotion towards. GOD, of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Charity towards Men, and of exem- 
plary Sobriety and Temperance ; for how unfit 
are they to Rule over others, who have not yet 
learnt to govern themſelves, or to rule their own 
Appetites and Paſſions by theLaws of Reaſon and 
Religion? How uafic are they to puniſh. Vice 
and Irreligion in others, who cheriſh it in them- 
ſelves, whoſe Examples will have a greater Iuffu- 
ence to corrupt the Morals of their People, than 
the Puniſhments they inflict, to correct and re- 
form them? But when Rulers diſtinguiſh'them? 
ſelves by real perſonal Vertue and Piety, they will 
not then bear the Sword in vain, but may with 
greater Decency and Authority, with greater Cou- 
rage, Confidence, and hope of Succeſs, exett it 
for the Correction and Puniſhment of Vice and 
Prophaneſs, and for pro noting the Reformation 
of Manners. Thus much may be ſignified by the 
Phraſe of ruling with GOD, as ie pelt the K 
of Rulers, 1 come now 


2. To conſider it as it ſpeaks their Dignity 
Honour, and Advantage. The Office and Au- 
thority of Rulers among Men, in it ſelf conſidei'd, 
is high and honourable ; but when they that rule 
others do ſerve the Great GOD with their Autho- 
rity, in ſo doing (it may be truly ſaid, wichour'a 
Paradox) they rule with bim, in the loſtieſt Sevſe 
of the Phraſe, and ſhare in a ſubordinate Degree, 
ſome of the Digaity and Honour of the ſupream 
Ruler, and ſtand high in his Pavour, which is the 
greateſt Honour that mortal Men are capable of. 
Two Things ſeem plainly implied in it, which con- 
duce much to the Honour and Iatereſt of Rulers.” 


1 That GOD will hanour them with his ſpe- 


cial Picleuce aud Favour. Thoſe that rule with 
GOD, 
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GOD, have GOD ryling with them. Their hav» 
ing the Preſence of GOD with them in the Ex- 
erciſe of Government, being the neceſſaty Import 
and Reſult of their ruling with him. And this 
Connection (in theReaſon of the Thing) between 
their Duty and Privilege, is confirm'd by the di- 
vine Promiſe. . The Lord is with you, while you are 


wb him. He is with them to direct and aſſiſt 


them in the difficult and important Affairs of Go- 
vetiment, to proſper and ſycceed their Counſels. 
and Enterprizes, to own and bleſs them with his 


peculiar Favours and Smiles. It is this Preſence 


of GOD with them that truly magnifys them, and 
exalts their Character, and makes their Authority 
venerable, and commands ReſpeRt andReverence 
from all about them: AsFoſhua was magnified inthe. 
Sight of all Iſraci, when it appear'd that GOD was 
with. bim, as he was with Moſes. + Thoſe that 
honour GOD in their publick Stations by improv- 
ing theic Authority for the Intereſts of his Glory, 
he will thus honouc by the diſtinguiſhing Tokens 
of his Preſence. And 


2. Their Authority is, hereby, beſt eſtabliſhed 
and ſecured. They that ſcule with GOD, ſhall 
rule, i. e. they ſhall be conficm'd and proſper'd in 
the Exerciſe of their Authority, being [ſupported 
by the Power and Preſence of the Almighty : 
They ſhall have the Dominion, according to 
GOD's Promiſe to his People rat! when they 
kept cloſe to him, they ſhall be above only, and ſhall 
not be beneath || The improving their Power for 
the Defence & Maintenance of the Cauſe of GOD, 
Religion and Vertue, is the moſt effectual Courſe 
they can take for the ſtrengthning their own Do- 
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minion ; for the Cauſe of GOD has always the 
greateſt Strength on its Side, and ſhall ſorely pre- 
vail at laſt, And their givingEncouragement and 
Protection to Religion, and religious People, (which 
js one eminent Iuſtance of their ruling with GOD) 
will be found the beſt Support of their own Inte« 
reſt, according to that of the Prophet Zecbariab, 
The Governors of Fudab ſhall ſay in their Hearts, the 
Inbabitants of Feruſalem ſhall be my Strength, inthe 
Lord of Hoſts, their GOD. Chap. 12. 5. which as 
it ſeems to relate to the Times of the Goſpel, may 
be thus paraphras'd in the Language of the new 
Teſtament ; The Magiſtrates of a Chriſtian People, 
ſhall account the true Members of theChurch of Chriſt, 
the Citizens of the beavenly Feruſalem, that is, pious 
and good Men, the Strength of their Country, and of 
their Government, becauſe of their Relation to, and 
Intereſt in GOD, the Lord of Hoſts, And happy 
are thoſe Rulers, and that People, who can thus 
diſcera wherein their true Intereſt lies. 


The Authority of Rulers thus improved for the 
Honour of GOD, and the publick Good, can ſel- 
dom fail of being eſtabliſn'd in the Hearts of a 
willing People. This will diſpoſe them to pay all 
due Subjection, Honour, and Tribute to them, 
not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake, and 
not only ſo, but from Intereſt, Inclination, and 
Choice. This will make them the Joy of theic 
Subjects, and the Envy and Terror of their Ene- 
mies; for ſaith So/omon, When the Righteous are 
in Authority, the People rejoyce. + All good Peop'e 
will rejoyce, as they have Reaſon ; and thoſe of 
another Character, will yet be pleaſed to ſee Men 
of approved Integrity, advanc'd to Poſts in the 
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Government, and the Adminiſtration put into 
and faithful Hands. They were the Enemies 
and Ill-wiſhers of the Jewiſh State, whom it 
grieved exceedingly, that there was come a Man 10 
ſeek the Walfare of the Children of [{radl, * This 
will conciliate Eſteem and Venetation in all well» 
diſpoſed Minds, more than all their Titles of Ho- 
nour, rich Revenues, and pompous Enfigns of 
Authority, and. entail a laſting Renown on their 
Memories with Poſterjty. Moreover, This above 
all Things, will make them eaſy in their Poſts, as 
the. Conſciouſneſs of their Integrity will furniſh 
them with a ſure Store of Confidence, that they 
may venture themſelves open to the Light, os 
need not fear the exacteſt Scrutiny and Survey of 
their Conduct, and will raiſe them above thoſe 
troubleſome Soſpicions, and Jealouſies of a Diſco- 
very, which the dak Deſigns, and corrupt Views 
of carnal Politicians perpetually expoſe them to. 
But above all this, will make them eaſy under the 
Proſpect of their final Account to the Jodge of all, 
and adminiſter Peace and Comfort in a dying 
Hour, when having ruled with GOD as Hezekiab 
did, they may refle& with him, and ſay, Remem- 
her now, O Lerd, bow I bave walked before thee in 
Truth, and with a perſelt Heart, and have dine thas 
which is Good in thy Sight. + To them Death will 
be Gain,which, tho? it diveſts them of their earth- 
ly Authority, will yet advance them to the high 
Honovr and Dignity of reigning with Chriſt, and 
his Saints, in the endleſs Glory of the heaveuly 


World. 


come now to ſpeak in a few Words to the 
ſecond Branch of the Subject. 


* 
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II. It will be highly for the Intereſt and Repu- 
tation both of Rulers and People profeſſing Reli- 
gion, to abide faithful with tbe Saints cl in 


Times of Degenaracys 


I muſt not enlarge here as the Importance of the 
Subject might ſeem to require, but ſhall confine 
my ſelf to a few Hints under theſe Heads, Firſt. 
What is it to be faithful with the Saints + ($$ 
condly, When may this Character be applied to a 
People in General? Thirdly, The ConneQtioa 
between ruling with GOD, and being faithful with 
the Saints. And Fourthly, How much it will be 
for the Intereit and Reputation of a profeſſing 
People, eſpecially in Times of bn to a- 
bide hen with the Saints. 


Firſt, I am to ſhew what it is to be faitbful 
with the Saints. Faithfulneſs ſuppoſes a Truſs 
committed to us, or an Fngagement we take on 
ourſelves: And both theſe Ways a profeſſing Peo- 
ple are under Obligations to Faithfulneſs: In 
coming into Covenant Relation roGOD, they take 
upon them ſolemn Engagements to Obedience ; 4 
they auruch the Lord to be their GOD, to walk in 
bis Ways, to keep bis Statutes and Commandments, 
as he avoucberh them to be his People. They have 
alſo a Truſt committed to them. They are in- 
truſted with the Religion GOD has inſtituted and 
revealed, not only to be obſerv'd in their own 
Practice, but to be carefully preſetv'd and con- 
vey d down in its Purity to the next Generation. 
Hence we read of the Faith delivered to theSaints ; 
Oracles of GOD committed; Ordinances and Com- 
mandments deliver'd to a proteſſing People, to be 
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kept without Spot uurebukable thro? all Generations, 
"rill the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. + And 
tho? all that enter into Covenant Relation to GOD 
| are Saints by Profeſſion, viſibleSaints, f yet thoſe 
| only are Saints indeed, who are faithful to GOD: 
and all real Saints are, and will be faithful to the 
Truſt GOD has committed to them, and to their 
Engagements to him, according to the Meaſure of 
Grace they have receiv'd. Hence the Saints and 
Faithful are mention'd in Scripture as convertible 
Terms. “ And ſo we may be ſaid to be faithful 
with the Saints in theſe two or three Reſpects, 


Viz. 


1. When we receive, and faithfully and invio- 
lably retain the true Religion, Faith,and Worſhip, 
| as it is deJivered to us in the inſpired Writings of 
| holy Men of GOD, the Prophets and Apoſtles. 
| As the Jewiſh Church was faithful with the Saints 
in adhering to the Religion tranſmitted to them 
by their pious Anceſtors, and to the Preſcriptions 
| and Ordinances of the Law of Moſes; ſo may | 
| Chriſtians, in a ſpecial Manner, be ſaid to be, 
| when they adhere faithfully to the Doctrines and 
Inſtitutions of the new Teſtament, deliver'd to | 
them in the ſacred Writings of the Evangeliſts 
| and Apoſtles. This is the Faith which was once 
delivered unto the Saints, and which all the Saints 
have been moſt careful to preſerve, not only for 
their own Uſe and Benefir, but as a ſacred De- 
poſitum to be handed down to ſucceeding Ages. 
| And this will bethe ben Evidence toMiniſtets and 
Churches at this Day, of the it being truly apoſtoli- 
ca), the trve and approv'd Succefſors of the A- 
poſtles, without which, all other Reaſons andPleas 
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to ſupport ſuch a Claim, will plainly. appear far 
fetch d and inconcluſive ; This, I ſay, will be the 
only ſure Evidence, namely, Their retaining the 
true Faith, the true Worſhip, and the true Piety 
which the Apoſtles taught and recommended by 
their Preaching and Example, and have tianſmit- 
ted to us in their Writings. | 


2. When we carefully imitate the Saints that 
have gone before us in their Faith aud Piety ; not 
only in the Profeſſion of the true Religion, but in 
the Vertues of an holy Life. When we follow 
the Foot-ſteps of the Plock of Chriſt, and tread ia 
the Steps of good Men, whether of ſuch as have 
been of our ſpecial Acquaintance, or our pious 
Fore- fathers, who were ſhining Patterns of Faith, 
Zeal, Self-denial, Charity, Humility, and other 
Chriſtian Vectues; or of the Saints in former 
Ages, whoſe pious Example is left on Record for 
our Imitation; as we are required to walk in the 
Steps of faithful Abrabam, and to be Fullowers of 
thoſe who thro* Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes, # This will be the ſuteſt Proof of our 
Faithfulneſs with the Saints, as it evidences our 
Fellowſhip with them in the ſame Spirit, 


3. When we faithfully adhere to the Commu» 
nion of living Saints, eſpecially thoſe of the ſacred 
Order, and under the Conduct of a pious and 
faithful Miniſtry, obſerve all the Ocdinances and 
Commandments of GOD our Saviour, in particuy 
larChurchFellowſhip, and duely attend the Dutics 
that ſuch a Relation binds us to; approving our 
Faithfulneſs to GOD in keeping the Charge of bis 
Covenant, in the ſeveral Inſtances 1 haye men- 


i Rom. 4. 12. Heb. 6. 12. Eg 
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tion'd; and maintaining a firmConſtancy inthePro- 
ſeſſion of the Truth, and in the Duties of our ho- 
ly Profeſſion, whatever Temptations ſurround us 
to move us from our own Stedfaſtneſs. Theſe, I 
take to be the principal Things intended by being 
faithful with the Saints. n 


Secondly, When may ibis character be applied 
to a People in general ? Particular Perſons may 
be found faithful to GOD in Times of general A- 
poſtacy and pre vaiſing Corruption; bur when may 
it be faid of a People in genera), as here, they a are 
faithful with the Saints? | 


To this T anſwer in a Woid, When not only 
an outward Face of Religion, or Form of Godli- 
neſs, is kept vp by a profeſſing People, but the 
Power and Practice of Piety, Righteouſneſs, and 
Holineſs is found in a prevailing Degree among 
them ; when the Body of Profeſſors keep cloſe to 
GOD's laſtitutions, tho' ſome, yea many Hypo- 
crites and wicked People may be intermix'd with 
them, which muit be expected in the pureſt Com- 
muniries, *rill the great Day of Seperation ; yet 
when Religion has the viſible Aſcendant, and no 
open Iniquity or Impiety is tolerated, when thoſe 
that hear Authority in Pamilies, Churches, or in 
the State, faithfully exert theirEndeavours to ſup- 
p'eſs Sin, and promote Religion and Vertue : 
When this is the Caſe of a People in general, tho" 
there may be yet much amiſs in them ( as there 
was in Hezekiab's Time) that calls for Reforma- 
tion, yet according to the Mitigations and Abate- 
ments the Mercies of GOD are wont to allow, 
they miy be denominated a religious faithful 
People. 


80 
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80 I proceed dn bop. zvoig 97 
Thirdly, To ſhew the Connection between Ru- 
ling with GOD, and being faithful with the Saints. 
Aqnd this appears neceſſary, with Reſpect to the 
Perſons of Rulers, and the People under their 
Charge. | 


* 
* 


1. Wich reſpect to the Perſons of Rulers, it is 
evidently ſuppos'd in their ruling with GOD, that 
they are alſo faithful with the Saints; that they 
profeſs and practice the true Faith and Religon 
in common with all the Saints, and uſe their 
Power to encourage, ptotect, and promote it, as 
I have ſhewed already. And on the other Hand, 
ſuppoſing Power and Dominion given to the 
Saints of the Moſt High, or, which is the. ſame 
Thing, to thoſe that are faithful in the Commu- 
nion of Saints, it is quite out of Character for 
them to uſe their Authority for any other Ends 
than thoſe of GOD's Glory, the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, and the Good of theirPeople ; and theſe are 


iaſepecably liok'd together, 


2. With reſpe&t to the People under their 
Charge, we may obſerve, That a People's Repu- 
tation for Religion and Virtue will very much 
follow the CharaQer of their Rulers. If they are 
vicious and corrupt, no Wonder Iniquity abounds 
ina Land, and Corruption of Manners every 
where prevails ; when thoſe that ſhou'd be a Ter- 
ror to evil Works and evil Workers, do rather 
countenance and promote them: When vile Mea 
are exalted to Places of Power andTruſt, no other 
can be expected but that the Wicked will walk 
on every Side.“ On the contrary, when Rulers 


* Plal. 12. 8. 
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are pious and faithful, and employ their Power on 
GOD's Side, for the Advancement of pure Religi- 
on, their Example and Authority will go far to en- 
gage a People to Faithfulneſs in their Duty to 
GOD in the obſervance of his Ordinances, and 
will have a marvellous Influence on their Religion 
and Morals. 5 


And if we look over the Hiſtory of the Kings 
of J[/rae} and Fudah, we ſhall find this Obſervation 
commonly verifyed, That as theic Rulers were 
well, or ill. affected to Religion, and the Worſhip 
of GOD, ſuch were for the moſt Part the Body of 
the People, who generally follow'd theic Leaders. 
When thoſe that are in Authority ace endow'd 
with Grace and Wiſdom from above, and go be- 
fore their People in an Example of Piety, and uſe 
their Authority for its right Ends, in theSuppreſſi- 
on of Vice, and Reformation of Manners, it may 
reaſonably be hop'd that the People under their 
Charge, will lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all 
Gadlineſs & Honeſtly. + They have it much in their 
Power by the Sword of Juſtice that is put into 
their Hands to reſtrain and ſuppreſs the openPrac- 
tice of every Thing that is impious and vicious, 
that the criminal Actors of it ſhall be forc'd to 
lurk in Corners, and the Guilt lye on themſelves 
alone, and not on the Publick. And from the 
publick Countenance given to Religion, all that 
look for Preferment in the State, will readily ap- 
prehend what muſt be the neceſſary Qualification, 
And their pious Example in theſe honourable 
Stations wil! have an attractive and engaging In- 
fluence on all about them, and ſerve to bring 
Vice and vicious Perſons into Contempt, ard 
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Religion and Virtue into Reputation, and ſo take 
off much of the Prejudice that lies on the carnal 
Hearts of Men againſt it. We all know what an 
happy Influence that zealousReſolution of Foſbua 
had on the Congregation of J//rae/, when he fo 
bravely declar'd to them, that tho* every Man of 
I/rael ſhould forſake GOD and his Service, as for 
me and my Houſe, we wbill ſerve the Lord; upon 
which all the Motives of Honour and Conſcience 
conſpir'd to bring them on tp join with him in the 
ſame noble Reſolution, We alſo will ſerve the Lord, 
for be is our GOD. * And they were as good as 

their Word, while this zealous Magiſtrate liv'd, 
the People ſerv'd the Lord all the Days of Foſbua. + 
And thus may it be expected that a People will 
be found faithful with the Saints, when their Ma- 
giſtrates and Leaders rule with GOD. 


Wherefore I add in the laſt Place, 


Fourtbly, 'That it will be highly for the Intereſt 
and Reputation of a profeſſing People, eſpecially 
in Times of Degeneracy, to abide faithful with the 
Saints. I need not inſiſt here, the Evidences and 
Proofs of this are obvious to the leaſt Reflection. 
Thus when good Hezekiab, (to whoſe Reigo, l ſup- 
poſe the Prophet's Words to refer.) had purg'd 
out Corruptions of Worſhip, reſtot'd Religion to 
its Purity, the Kingdom of Fudab began to lift up 
its Head, and recover its ſinking Reputation, and 
GOD magnifyed him in the Sight of the Nations, 
and bleſs'd him with Succeſs, Victory, Wealth, 
and Honour, Nothing cao contribute more to the 
Reputation of a People, than their Fidelity to 
GOD in keeping his Covenant, and Command- 
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ments. This will make them bigh above all Nati- 
ons in Praiſe, in Name, and in Honour ; *. and pro- 
cute them Eiteem and Admiratioa among their 
Neighbours, So long as there remains in the Con- 
ſciences of Men aSenſe of the real Difference be- 
tween moral Good and Evil, and a Conviction of 
the Wiſdom and Excellency of Holineſs andVer- 
tue, and of the Turpitude of Vice, which is not 
wholly effaced in the moſt degenerate of Mankind; 
ſo long virtuous and celigious People muſt be had 
ia Honour and Eſteem. ': F. vi 


And when a People, a Church, or Community, 
preſerve an uncorrupted Integrity, while other 
Nations, and Churches, fall away from the purity 
of Religion; this will add the Praiſe of Conſtancy 
to their other Vertues, and render them more; 
bright and illuſtrious, and recommend them to the 
diſtioguiſhing Regard of Heaven: And whatever 
may be ſuppoſed, the true Intereſt of a People de- 
pends intirely upon this. Their moſt valuable ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Intereſts, are unqueſtionably 
ſecur'd hereby, and their temporal Happinels 
moſt effeQually provided for; which indeed is the 
natural Reſult of thoſe Duties GOD requires of 
a People, as link'd together in Society, Juſtice, 
Sobriety, Humility, Charity, Meekneſs, Frugality, 
and Diligence : theſe have a natural Influence on 
a People's Safety, Honour, and Proſperity. But 
beſides this, the GOD of Heaven and Earth, will 
be faithful in keeping Mercy and Truth for them 
that are faithful and ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 
GOD Almighty ſhall bleſs them, as he has pro- 
miſed, on whoſe Smiles their whole Felicity de- 
pends* When be giveth Oxiet neſt, none can male 
Treuble. tr Aud when his Judgments are abroad 
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ia the Earth, they ſtand faireſt for the diſtioguiſh- 
ing Cate and Protection of Divine Providence and 
| Grace; according to Chriſt's Promiſe to the Church 
of Philadelphia, Becauſe thou haſt kept the Word of 
my Patience, I alſo will keep thee from tbe Hour of 
Temptation,wbich ſhall come upon all tbeWarld,to try 
them that dwell upon the Earth, * And underthe 
Bleſſing of the Almighty thus engag'd, and his 
auſpicious Influence, they may expect to be built 
up and proſpered, and may promiſe themſelves. 
whatever may contribute to their temporal Peace 
and Proſperity, Wealth & Honour; or that the Effect 
thereof will be juſt and righteous Liberties, a re- 
gular and ſucceſſiveAdminiſtration, the flouriſhing 
of Learning and Arts, the proſperity of Trade, 
Husbandry, and Manufactures, and the Succeſs 
of all the Works of their Hands. For tho' theſe 
Things are but additional to the main Bleſſings of 
the Covenant, yet are they commonly beſtow'd 
as the Rewards of publick Vertue : For (as has 
been often, and I think juſtly obſerv'd) ** tho' pare 
e ticulac Perſons are capable of future Rewards 
% andPuniſhments, which are therefore moſt uſual- 
© ly deferr*d to another Life, yet publickSocieties, 
& as ſuch, are not; they will all be disbanded be- 
© fore the Great Day of Retcibution : and there- 
© fore if they be rewarded, or puniſhed at all, as 
© Communities, or collective Bodies, (as it is 
© highly congruous to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
© the divine Government they ſhould) it muſt be 
& jn this Life, and accordingly they uſually are 
&« either proſperous or miſerable, as either Piety 
© and Vertue, or Irreligion and Vice abound ia 
them, and meet with publick Countenance and 
* Encouragemeat. ”* _ 
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Nevertheleſs, let it be alſo obſerv'd, that thoſe 
particular Perſens that abide faithful with GOD 
io the midſt of a degenerate People, whether in 
an higher or lower Station, ſhall be honour'd with 
ſpecial Marks of divine Approbation: And tho' 
they may be trampled on, and deſpiſed by the 
ungodly Multitude, and tho' they may be in- 
volv'd in publick Judgments on a ſinful People, 
yet their Conflancy and Fidelity in the Cauſe of 
GOD and Religion will be had in great Reputa- 
tion in Heaven, and they ſhall be ſafe in all their 


Moſt valuable Intereſts, and a glorious Crown is 


reſery'd for them. e thou faithful unto Death, 
ſaith Chriſt, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. + 
And ſaith he to the Church of Sardis, Thou baſt 
a few Names even ix Sardis, which baue not defiled 
ideir Garments,and they ſhall walk with me in white, 

they are worthy. In a Word, thoſe that are 
faithful with the Saints ſhall have an happy Lot 
among them, and a better can never be deſired 
by thoſe that well underſtand what an Honour 


and Happinefs it js to ſhare in tbe Favours of God's 
peculiar Pecple, to ſee, and enjoy the Good of bis 


Choſen, to rej yce with the Gladneſs of bis Nation, 
and to glory with bis Inberitance. 


I come now to make ſome Application of what 
has been diſcours'd. And 


Firſt of all; It might well deſerve a ſerious 
Inquiry, Whether, or how far, theCharaQer which 
Hath been open'd, may be apply'd to the preſent 
Incumbents of th'iFLand? The Examination here- 


of, I ſhall les ve to be purſued by all concerned, 


both Rulers and People; and ſhall only obſerve, 


— b »»» 
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that as the firſt Settlement of this Country was 
enterpriz'd on a religious Account, ſo when it is 
conſider'd what an uncommon Spirit of Zeal, and 
Self-denial animated our pious Pore- Fathers to en- 
gage in ſo hazardous and expenſive an Undertak- 
ing, in tranſporting themſelves and their Pamilies 
into this remote Wilderneſs for the Sake of a purer 
Reformation, which they had long contended for 
in vain, eſpecially for the Purity of Goſpel Inſti- 
tutions, a pure ſcriptural Worſhip and Diſcipline, 
which, thro” the Iniquity of the Times, they were 
not allow'd the peaceable Enjoyment of in their 
native Land: And when it is conſider'd, how 
much it was their Concern to lay Religioa in the 


Foundation of their Settlement, and to erect 


Churches to our Lord Jeſus according toScripture 
Pattern, and ſo to ſet up his Kingdom in theſe 
Ends of the Earth, to aſſert and vindicate his 
' ſole Authority as King and Head of the Church, 
to Rule in it by his own Laws and Ordinances, 
that they might obſerve all, and only the Things 
that he has commanded, and not only enjoy for 
themſelves, but tranſmit and ſecure to their Chil- 
dren and Poſterity, the Covenant Enjoyment of 


all the Ocdinances and precious Things of his King- 


dom, and ſo to order their civil Conſtitution and 
Adminiſtration, as might beſt ſerve the Purpoſes 
of Religion and Reformation: And what emi- 
nent Examples they generally were of true practi- 
cal Religion, of Chriſtian Piety, Charity, Juſtice, 
Self-denial, and Sobriety: When theſe Things, I 
ſay, are conſidered, little doubt remains, but that 
it might be juſtly and truly ſaid of them that they 
ruled with GOD, and were faithful with bis Saints. 
And GOD was fignally preſent with them, and 
own'd them by the remarkable Appearances of 
bis Providence for them, in protecting and ptoſ- 


pering them. But alas! how viſible and ſad are 
F 2 ous, 
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our Degeneracies at this Day? We have been 
going away from GOD's Ordinances from the Days 
of our Fat bers, and bave not kept them. The Com- 

laint began in their Day, and the Grounds of it 
. been increaſing ſince. I am loth to take up 
the Lamentation of the Prophet, and ſay, How is 
the faithfulCity become an Harlit ? Iſai. 1 21. 1 wor'd 
hope Things are not yet come to this paſs among us: 
Nay, I am perſwaded, that notwithſtanding our 
Degenetacies, there is yet, to the Praiſe of divine 
Grace, a very conſiderable Number, among all 
Ranks, of ſerious devout Chriſtians, who ate Ex- 
amples of undiſſembled Piety ; and doubt not but 
the Son of GOD, our LooRD JESUS Cunisrt, 
who ſtill walks in the midſt of his Golden Candle- 
ſti ks, yet obſerves many Things commendable in 
theſe Churches, which he beholds from Heaven 


with a well pleaſed Eye. But at the ſame Time 


we may as little doubt, that he has Cauſe enough 
to ſay to the New England Churches, as he did to 
the Church of Epheſus, Nevertbeleſs, I bave ſi me- 
what againſt you, becauſe you have left your firſt Love. 
The former Strictneſs in Religion, thatBrotherly- 
Love, that Publick Spirit, and Zeal for the Order 


and Ordinances of the Goſpel, which was ſo much 
'the Glory of our Pathers, is very much abated, 
yea diſreliſhed by too many: and a Spirit of Li- 


centiouſneſs, and Neutrality in Religion, of Un- 
charitableneſs and Contention, Pride &Senſuality, 
and other corrupt Manners and Practices of a 
World that lies in Wickedneſs, ſo oppoſite to the 
Ways of GOD's People, do exceedingly prevail 
in the midſt of us. 


We have, its true, the outward Symbols of true 
Chriſtianity among us; the Oracles of GOD, com- 
mitted to us, an inſtituted Miniſtry, Ordioations 


to that ſacred Office, ordinarily managed with 
gteat 
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great Solemnity, Goſpel- Truths in their Purity gene- 
rally taught in out Churches, &ſolemaCovenantings 
withGOD : We have ourSabbaths, ourSacraments, 
and religious Aſſemblies, Days of Faſting, and 
Thankſgiving: Yet all this amounts to no more 
than a Form of Godlineſs, while in the mean 


Time, that real vital Piety, which ſhould diffoſe 


a Life and Beauty into this external Face of Re- 
ligion, is greatly under Decays, as it has been long 
obſerved and lamented by the pious and faithful 
in our Iſrael, And tho' we appear together on 
theſe Anniverſaries, from all Quarters of theLand, 
with the Heads of our People, to pay our religi- 
ous Acknowledgments to the GOD of ourFathers, 
and our GOD, and to inquire in his Temple, and 
to uſher in our civil TranſaQtions with ſolemn 
Prayer, and conſult the Oracles of GOD, and ſa 
far we are doubtleſs in the Way of our Duty; 


yet if after all we will not be guided by this Com 


ſe], what do we more than the Jews in their cor- 
rupt and degenerate Times? They ſeek we daily, 
ſaith God by the Prophet, and delight to know my 
Ways, as a Nation that did Righteouſneſs, and for- 
ſock not the Ordinances rf their GOD, they ask of me 
the Ordinance of Fuſtice gc. When at the ſame 
Time, GOD bids his Prophet, Cry aleud, & ſpars 
1 f, lift up bis Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhew bis 
People their Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe of Jacob 
their Sins. + Our religious Formalities without 
the Life and Power of Religion, inſtead of recom- 
mending us to the Favour of GOD, will but add 
new Matter of Provocation to him, 


Moreover, the Divine Rebukes on the Land in 
a variety of judicial Diſpenſations, tho* iptermixt 


—— 
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with abundance of Mercy, are a plain Intimation 
that GOD has a Controverſy with us for ourBack- 
flidings, and Unfaithfulneſs in his Covenant. For 
all his Judgments on a profeſſing People ate de- 
ſign'd to avenge the Duarrel of bis Covenant, But 
that which is the moit lamentable Symptom of all 
is our Security under the Rebukes of Heaven, and 
Inſenſibleneſs of the Anger of GOD manifeſted 
therein againſt us, (while we are apt to terminate 
our Views and Complaiats on ſecond Cauſes of 
our Troubles and Grievances) and (as the Conſe- 
quence thereof) our Incorrigibleneſs,and walking 
contrary to GOD in the Ways of his Judgments, 
and neglecting a practical Compliance with the 
Deſign of them, which is to humble and reform 
us. And if we go on in our Departures from 
GOD, without being reclaim'd by more gentle 
Correct ions, we may juſtly fear that the Wrath 
of GOD which has been ſo long impending over 
us, will break out upon us in more awful and ex- 
emplary Inſtances of Severity, than have been 
yet ſeen, or knowa, For what elſe can be ex- 
pected according to GOD's ordinary Methods, as 
the Conſequence of the Apoſtacies of a People 
ſo highly fa vour'd on religious Accounts as we have 
been? The Conſideration whereof ſhould not in- 
deed leave us diſpirited, or to conclude there is 
no Hope ; No, there is no Reaſon for that ; if 
we would but hearken to, and be ruled by GOD's 
Counſel, we might yet be an happy People; but 
it ſhould rather call up, and animate our Zeal and 
Reſolution to attempt a Reformation,that we may 
retrieve, if poſſible, this glorious Character in 
whatever Inſtances, or Degrees, we may be ſup- 
pos d to have fallen ſhort of it; That it may till 
be ſaid that New England, yet ruleth with GOD, 
and is faithful with tbe Saints, And 


This 
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This is that which in the ſecond Place, I crave 
Leave to preſs upon all in their ſeveral Stations 
and Capacities, with the moſt earneſt Solicitude 
and Concern to aſpire after, as that which is moſt 
certainly our greateſt Intereſt and Glory, agreably 
to what has been diſcours'd. 


Which may 


Firſt, Be improved for Direction to the bonous 
rable and wortby Perſons, in whom the Election of 
His Majeſty's Council for this Province is veſted by 
theRoya/Charter ; which is the Buſine ſs of this Day. 


Lou have been often minded, on ſuch Occaſi- 
ons as this, of the weighty Truſt that is committed 
to you by GOD, your K IN o, and Countrry, and 
of which you muſt give an Account. Remember 
you ſtand, and act in this Affair, in a publick Ca- 
pacity ; where fote let no private Aims and partial 
Affe ct ions influence you, but with a diſintereſted 
Concern for the publick Good, for which you are 
intruſted to act, let your Views be directed to 
ſuch, as according to your beſt Underſtanding, 
will be moſt likely to anſwer the Character of 
Government now repreſented, and to rule with 
GOD : Men of known Ability and Integrity, who 
are cordial Friends to the beſt Intereſts of theic 
Country, and alſo of perſonal Virtue and Pie ty. 


And thus we may hope ſtill to ſee our Fudges as. 
at the firſt, and our Counſell»vrs as at the beginning, 
whoſe Authority and Influence may go far to- 
wards the reviving and maintaining of Godlineſs 
and Honeſty amovg this People, that we may yet 
be called the City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City. t 


— 
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To this End, 


Let me in the next Place apply my Diſcourſe, 
in an humble Addreſs to His EXCELLENCY 
our GovERNOUR AND COMMANDER 1N CIE, to 

the HonovkazLs His Majestry's COUNCIL, to- 
gether with the HoNOURAEBLE Houss or REPRE-» 
SENTATIVES ; and all that do or may bear 
Part in the publick Adminiſtration. | 


Suffer me (much honout'd and efteem'd ) who 

am the leaſt of our Lord's Meſſengers, being cal- 

| led “ to ſpeak in his Name this Day, to be an 

humble Remembrancer to you, whom divine Pro- 
vidence has made the Rulers and Leaders of this 
| People, of thoſe Things which have been repre- 

. ſented as the Duty and the Honour of the Rulers 

| of a —_—_— People. The divine Counſel then 
| 


to be laid before you is, That you would ſo diſ- 
charge the Duty, that you may maintain the Cha- 
rater and Dignity of Rulers with GOD, 


> As GO D has hanour'd your Excerittency 
particularly, with the chief Seat of Government 
over a People, who are profeſſedly ſubje& to the 
Rule and Government of our Lord Jeſus, ſo he 
has put you in a Capacity of being eminently 
ſerviceable to the Intereſts of his Kingdom among 
us, and has enlarg'd your Opportunities and Ad- 
vantages for promoting the temporal Welfare and 
religious Intereſts of theſe Churches, to which we 
cruſt you are engag'd by Inclination and Choice, 
as well as Office and Profeſſion, and by employ- 
ing your Power and Influence for the Service of 
Chciſt and his People, yau will thus, doubtleſs 
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— —— —.— 4 RAR ooo, _ 
— 


— 2 — — — — i pe 


An Blection SER MO N. 4s 


anſwer the moſt valuable Ends of Government, 
and have the Honour of ruling with and for our 
bleſſed Redeemer, an Honour that ſhall ſurvive 
the Monumeats of all earthly Grandeur, and laſt 


to Eternity. 


May I then be allow'd, with a becoming Defe- 
rence and Humility, to ſuggeſt in a few Words, 
what our Expectations are from you, our honour- 
ed Fathers in the Government, under the Character 
of thoſe that Rule with GOD, and are faithful with 
the Saints. | 


You will then improve the eminent Talents of 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding, Intereſt and Autho- 
rity, wherewith it has pleaſed GOD to dignity and 
diſtinguiſh you, for the Advancement of his Glory, 
and the Common Good, and in ſeeking the Wel- 
fare of your People, with a Spirit as publick as 
your Station and Influence ; you will highly value, 
and on all Occaſions appear in the Defence both 
of our Civil and Religious Rights and Liberties, 
which are intruſted to your Guardianſhip & Care. 


You will alſo a& with Zeal in maintaining that 
Righteouſneſs, both Diſtributive, and Commuta- 
tive, which is the Ground and Baſis of Society, 
and of every happy Government. Particularly, 
it will be your Concern to endeavour by all pro- 
per Means to preſerve the publick Credit in the 
preſent Medium of Exchange, the fluttating and 
ſinking whereof, *tis to be fear'd, is the Occaſion 
of abundance of Injuſtice, Extortion andOppreſſi- 
on, and likely to be more ſo, (and how far a pub- 
lick Guilt may be contracted on this Account, de- 
ſerves well to be conſidered.) which calls upon the 
Wiſdom andTuſtice of the Legiſlature to find out, 


and apply a timely Remedy to ſo great aGrievance. 
G | You 
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You will expreſs a particular Concern for the In- 


teteſt of Rehgion aid GOD's Wor ſhip ; and take 


Care, as far as your Authority and lufluence may 
extend, that the Miniſters of Chrilt's holy Religion, 
the faithtul and paintul Labourers in Word and 
DoRrine, may not be defrauded of their juſt and 
reaſnnab'e Dues, th:o' a Deficiency in the preſent 
Medium ; but that they may be ſupported and 


encouraged in the Service of Chriſt, and of Souls, 


the beit Intereſts of a People, with ſuch a Main- 
tenauce as is ſuitable to their Station, Character, 
and Employment, and as the Law of Chriſt inti- 
tles them to, which may raiſe them above Con- 
tempt, and enable them to give themſelves wholly 
to their Work, free from the Incumbrance of 
Worldly Cares. A ſingular Pattern of this tender 
Concern for Religion, and the Miniſters of it, you 
have in that godiy King Hezekiab, to the Honour 
ot whoſe Memory it is recorded, that he /pake 
c mfortabiy ts all the Levites that taught the good 
Kn-wiedge of the LORD ; aud took effect ual Care 
that the Portion of Maintenance aſſigu'd them by 
the Law of GOD ſhould he duly rendred to them, 
that they might he encouraged in ibeLaw if the Lord 
Aud vor as much as Learning is a neceflary ſub- 


. Tervient Means of Religion, without which it muſt 
nee'!!s fanguiſh and fail, you will accouut the good 


Education of the Youth of this Land, Matter of 
the higheſt Importance, that they may be trained 


up in Learning and Virtue, for the Service of the 


xt Generation : And that Inferiour Schools be 
ui upheld in our ſeveral Towns, ſo as that they 
ny effetually anſwer the Deſign of the good 
s n thar Caſe provided. And eſpecially, as 


Patrons of Religion & Learning, you will always 
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look on the College as intitled to your particular 
Smiles What has been done ſo honourably by 
the Government for that Society the laſt Year,de- 
ſerves a grateful] Commemoration, and gives Hope 
that under the ſame generous Cate, that Seminary 
may continue to flouriſh more and more, as our 
diſtioguiſhingGlory among the American Provinces. 


But eſpecially, you will exert your Authority 
for the Suppreſſion of the Growth of Vice and 
Irreligion, prophane Swearing, Lying, Sabbath- 
breaking, Pride, Idleneſs, Injuitice, Theft, Drun- 
kenneſs, Fornication, and other Abominations that 
defile the Land, and bring down the Judgments 
of GOD upon it, who will ſurely viſit a People 
for theſe Things, even a whole People and Land, 
if the Magiſtrate, his Vicegerent, neglects to doit 
by infliting due Puniſhment on the particular 


Perſons of Offenders. Did not Achan the Son ef 


Zerab commit a Treſpaſs in the accurſed Thing, and 
Wrath fell n all theC-ngregation f Iſrael 9 and that 
Man periſhed nt al-ne in bis Iniquity, F And if 
the wholſome Laws in being againſt theſe Vices 
be had in Contempt by bold and daring Tranſ- 
greſſors, either for Want of a zealous Execution 
of them, or for Want of ſevererPenalties to render 
them a greater Terror to Evil-Doers, you will 
readily underſtand what is to be done in theſe 
_ Caſes without a Monitor. 


Among the Sins that are meet to be puniſhed 
by the Judge, I have mentioned that of Pride, 
which as it is a latent Evil in Mens Hearts, does 
not indeed fall under the Cognizance or coercive 
Power of the Magiſtrate, yet it may deſerve Con- 
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ſideration, Whether the viſible Indications of this 
Vice, in the Exceſſes People of all Rau ks run into 
in their Garb and Manner of Living, mayn't re- 
vire ſomeCorreCion,and whether nothing further 
may be done by ſumptuary Laws for a Check and 
Reſtraint to this growing Extravagance, which is 
ſo evident a Token of our walking contrary to 
GOD under the humbling Rebukes of his Provi- 
dence, and a threatning Omen of a ſhameful Fall, 
And would our pious Rulers, whoſe Exhortations 
we gladly receive, in their Proclamations forDays 
of Faſting and Prayer, to make peoitent Conteſſi- 
on of our manifold Sins that have provoked the 
righteous Anger of GOD againſt the Land, would 
they, I ſay, join with the ſacred Orders the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, as thoſe that are faithful with the 
Saints, in bearing a more open and publick Teſti- 
mony againſt the prevailing Sins of the Times, and 
in concerting proper Methods for the Reformation 
of them, it would greatly ſtrengthen the Hands, 
and encourage the Hearts of the faithful in the 
Land, in their pious Endeavours to ſerve theCauſe 
of Reformation, and might tend to put Vice out 
of Countenance. | 


In fine, You will regulate all yourCounſels and 
Proceedings by the revealed Will of GOD, the 
ſupream unerring Rule of all Righteouſneſs ; and 
you will lead and guide this People, as by your 
Authority, ſo by a bright Example of pure and 
undefiled Religion in all the Inſtances of it, both 
in your Perſonal and Relative Conduct. 


Theſe Things, I do but mention, having been 
(the moſt of them) more copiouſly vrg'd and in- 
culcated on former like Occaſions, And ſuch are 
the Things, My Fathers, which will be a Teſtimo- 


ny for you, that you bear Rule on GOD's Ps 
an 
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and with his Approbation and Concurrence : 80 


you may expect the Smiles of Heaven on your 
Adminaiitration,and to be accepted of the Multitude 
of your Biethren ; ſo you ſhall be honour'd as In- 
ſtruments by the Divine Bleſſing of recovering and 
ſaviag a degenerate People, and of prolonging 
their Tranquility: Above all, your Praiſe ſhall 
be of GOD, and your Reward glorious , and we 
ſhail rejoyce to ſee exhibited in the Government 


of this Land, ſo happy a Prelude of the Approach» 


iog Kingdom of Jelus Chriſt, which has been long 
the Matter ot the Faith and Hope, and Prayer of 
GOD's People, whea the Saints ſhall have the 
Dominion, and reign with Chriſt on Earth. And 
our Prayer ſhall always be, that GOD would think 
upon you for Good, according to all that you do 
for this People. 


In the next Place, the Subject diſcours'd war- 
rants an Application to the Sacred Order, the Re- 
verend Paltors of theſe Churches ; whoſe Office 
deſiga'd by the ſcriptural Titles of Miniſters of 
Chriſt, Stewards of the Myſteries of God, Overſeers of 
the Flock, ſpicitual Guides, Ambaſſadors, Watch- 
men, and the like, lays them under peculiarObli- 
gations to be faithful ro Him that hath appointed 
them, faithful in maintaining the true Faith and 
Worſhip, and the Goverameat and Diſcipline of 
GOD's Houſe. 


Wherefore, my Reverend Fathers, & Brethren, 
Let us look on our (elves, as Truitees of the Faith 
once deliver'd to the Saints, on whom it is incum- 
bent in Point of Faichtulneſs to our Truſt, to take 
Care that it may paſs thro' our Hands pure, and 
unadultetated to thoſe that come after us: And 
as we have receiv'd it upon a full Conviction of 
ity Divine Authority, as a ſacred Depoſitum from 

the 
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the Hands of our pious Predeceſſors, and have 
been WirnefT-s ro their Z-al for the Purity of the 
Faith, and of Goſpel Iuttitutions, ſo Jet us with 
equal Zeal and Care, in ſetting apart others to 
ſucceed us in the ſacredOffice, follow the Di ecti- 
on of the holy Apoſtle Paul to Timothy, to © mmit 
the ſame to faitbfal Men, who ſhall be able to teach 
others alſo. + Let us allo confider that the Exer- 
ciſe of that delegated Rule and Authority, which 
js committed to us in the Houſe of GOD, covſiſts 
in nothing elſe, but a prudent and faithtul Appli- 
cation of the Word, and Adminiſtration ot the 
Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom, ſo as that Chritt him- 
ſelf may be ſeen to Rule in and by our Miniſtry ; 
our Wiſdom and Fidelity in this Matter will be 
very glorious in his Eyes. To this End, we muſt 
not tail to declare the whole Counlel of GOD, that 
we may be pure fr:m the Bl od of all Men; freely 
and faithfully reproving Sin in all Ranks, aud 
teſtiſy ing againtt the Corruption of the Times. 


Divine Providence has caſt our Lot in an Age 
of great Degenetacy and Licentiouſneſs, and that 
we may abide faithful in ſuch a Day, not only as 
common Chriltians in keeping our own Garmenrs 
unde filed, but as Miniiters of Religion, we need 
much of the Spirit of. Elijab, to be cla i with Zeal 
for the Lord ot Hoſts, and with Bowels of Mer— 
cies to precious immortal Souls, in calling Men to 
Repentance, to be mortify'\1 to the World, the 
Pleaſures, Pomps, and Vanities of it, and of an 
heavenly Mind and Temper, and to be Exam- 
ples of ſtrict Religion and Holineſs to our Plocks ; 
"tis requiſite we ſhould Jay out our ſelves in our 
Preaching and Converſation to revive and pro- 
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mote the Life and Power of Godlineſs, chiefly 
recommending and inculcating, in the Courſe of 


Sr 


our Minittty, the effential Points of Chriſtiagity. 
And if we ſtand in God's Counſel, and cauſe bis 
People to bear bis Werds, we ſhall be moſt likely to 
ſpeed in our Endeavours to turn tbem from their 
Evil Ways * For this End, we ſhould be conſtant 


and earneit Intercefſors tor our People; and cry 
Day and Night to GOD for the pouring out of his 


Spirit on the Land, on which the good Succeſs of 
all Means of Converſion & Reformation caticely 


depeads. 


good and faitbſul Servant, 


of GOD who laid the Foundation of theſe Chur- 


And whatever Temptations and Diſcourage- 
ments our Miniſtry may be attended with, if we 
can but obtain Mercy to be faithful, whatever our 
Succeſs be, the Conſciouſneſs of our Fidelity and 
Integrity will afford Matter of ine xpreſſible Joy; 
and we way be aſſuted of our Maſter's Approbation 
in that bleſſed Euge, than which we can have no- 
thing greater in our Aim and Deſire, Hell done 


Laſtly, Let me addreſs a Call to this whole Peo- 

le in their Repreſentative Body, to abide faith- 
tul ro GOD in Communion with all the Saints, 
and eſpecially in Imitatation of thoſe holy Men 


ches, in their goodPrinciples, their Faith & Piety, 
Your whole Intereit 
is wrapped up in this, in being faithful ro GOD, 
loyal and dutiful Subjects to the good Government 
he has ſet over us; the former neceſſarily infers 
the latter, Loyalty and Sutjeftion to the Order 
of Magiſtracy, being a ſpecial Point of Religion, 


and chriſtian Converſation. 


» — 


* Jer. 23. 22. 
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in which we muſt manifeſt our Obedience to GOD. 
Conſider it therefore, as that which is of the high- 
eſt Importance to your ſpiritual and temporal 
Welfare, to be faithful to GOD in theObſervance 
of his Covenant and Commandments. 


The Churches of Chriſt in this Land are foun- 
ded on a ſacred Covenant, tranſacted between 
GOD and them, in a more ſolemn and explicit 
Manner than perhaps in moſt Churches in the 
World. And were we as faithful to our ſolemn 
covenant Engagements, it might reaſonably be 
hop'd that GOD would as remarkably diſtinguiſh 
us with his Favours As when he came upon 
Terms with //rae! of old, and undertook their 
Protection, He ſaid, ſurely they are my People, Chil- 
dren that will not lie: That will not deal falſely 
and perfidiouſly with him, to whom they had 
vowed Fealty and Allegiance, /o be was their Sa- 
viour. * But on the other Hand, What can be 
expected as the Conſequence of our treacherous 
and unfaithful Dealings in Covenant, but that he 
will bide bis Face from us, and treat us as a very 
froward Generation, Children in wh-m is no Faith ; 
as he threaten'd his People //rael. + And what 
an awful Threatning this is, I will hide my Face 
from them, and what Woe and Miſery it carries 
with ir, and draws after it, Mes declares, Deut. 
31.17. Mine Anger ſhall be kindled againſt them 
in that Day, and I will firſake them, and I will bide 
my Face fi m them, and many Evils and Troubles 
ſhall befall them, ſo that they ſhall ſay in that Day, 
are not theſe Evils come up n us becauſe cur GOD is 
not among us? The only Way to ſecure us againſt 
ſuch fearful Conſequences, is to repent and return 
ä» — 3 — 


_ 


„ Iſai. 63. 8. + Deut. 32. 20, 


faithſal 
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from our Backſlid ing to a more conſcionable and 
faithful oblervance of our covenanted Duty. 


I purpos'd, (would the Time have permitted) 
to ſet before you, and earneſtly recommend ſome 
ſpecial Inſtances of Duty, wherein GOD expeQs 
and requires you ſhould give a Proof of your Loy- 
alty and Fidelity to him, in Conformity to the 
Example of our godly Anceſtors, and to the 
Practice of the Saints in all Ages. Let me men- 
tion only the general Heads, and ſo draw to a 


Cloſe. 


1. Your Loyalty and Faithfulneſs to GOD de- 
mands the ſtrict Obſervance of all moral Duties, 
Righteouſneſs, and Honeſty, Charity, Sobriety, 
and Temperance. If you fail here, not only the 
Saints, but many virtuous Pagans, will riſe up id 
Judgment againſt you, and condema you. 


2 The Obſervance of pr fit ive Inſtitutions, the 


Duties of GOD's Worſhip, ſecret and ſocial 
Prayer, attending on a Goſpel Miniſtry, ſubmit- 
ting your ſelves to your ſpiritual Guides, who ſpeak 
to you the Word of GOD, and watch for your Souls ; 
a ſtrict Care to ſanctify the Lord's Day, and re- 
verently to approach the Lord's Table, obſerving 
all the Ordinances of the Houſe of GOD in Com- 
munion with particular Churches. The free, and 
unmoleſted Evjoyment of ſuch Goſpel Inſtitutions 
was the known Deſign of our Fathers in comiog 
hither. Theſe Things indeed do belong to the 
Form of Godlineſs ; yet have they a vital Con- 
nection with the Power thereof, inſomuch that 
where this is wanting, they will be either wholly 
neglected, or but careleſly and ſuperficially at- 
tended. But the Life and Power of Religion, 


wherever it is, will evidence it ſelf in a ſtrict Ob- 
H ſervance 
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ſervance of theſe divine Inſtitutions, which are 
deſign'd for the Honour of GOD in the World, 
and a publick Teſtimony of his People's Loyalty 
and Subj: &on to him, which have ever been had 


in precious Efteem with all real Saints, as the 


Means of maintaining and improving their ſpiri- 
tual Life in Communion with GOD, till they ar- 
rive to immediate Viſion in the Life of Heaven, 
and alſo as the Means of reviving the Power of 
Godlineſs when it is fallen into Decay. When it 
pleaſes GOD to fend down his quickenipg Spirit 
upon a People, who have very much loſt the Spi- 
rit and Life of Religion, and have degenerated 
into Lukewarmneſs and Formality, he ordinarily 
makes Uie of the Inſtirvred Forms of Religion 
among them, as the Vehicles of thoſe heavenly 
Influences, particularly the Word preached and 
heard, Faſting and Prayer. And by this Means, 
Religion is piopagated from Parents to Children, 
from one Generation to another. Wherefore 


3 Another Article which demands your moſt 
ſerious Regards is the keeping up Family Religion, 
Family Inſtruction, Worſhip and Government. 
"Tis not to be doubted, but that theLicentiouſoeſs 
of Youth, and moſt of the Iniquities that abound 
in the Land, are mainly owing to the criminal 
Remilsneſs of Governours of Families, or of thoſe 
that ought to be ſo, with reſpeR to the religious 
E-tucation of thoſe under their Charge And all 
that Magiſtrates or Miniſters can do to reform them, 
will be to little Pu: poſe, unleſs Heads of Families 
fairhfully do their Pat: Aud if there be any 
H pe of a more general!Reformation and Amend- 
ment of what is am-ſs among us, it muſt chiefly 
be ſone hy a more ſtr: Care of PamilyReligion, 
and of the virtuous and pious Enucation of Youth. 
O cemember the Charge of GOD that lies upon 

you 
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you with reſpe@ to your Children and Poſterity, 
to teach them the fear of the Lord, by your la- 
ſtruction, Examples, Counſels, aud Prayers Your 
Faithfulneſs co GOD, to your Children, and the 
publick Intereſt, requires it of you, that you t-ke 
Care that they be well principled in Religion be- 
times: And if you defire that you and your's may 
be bleſſed wich faithful Abrabam, let it be your 
Ambition to imitate him in this Inſtance of his 
Faithfulneſs, of which GOD gives that honoura- 


ble Teſtimony, Gen 18. 19. J know bim, that be 


will command bisChildren and bis H-uſhold after him, 
and they ſhall keep the way of the L rd, to do Fuſtice 
and Fudgment, that the L rd may bring upon Abra- 
bam tbat which be bath ſpuken of bim. 


4. The laſt Thing which I would propoſe as 
the moſt neceſſiry and important luſtance of your 
Faithfulneſs to GOD, is, the Obſervance of /piritual 
Evangelical Duties, in aLite of Faith, Repentance, 
and unfeigned Love to GOD, and fincere De vo- 
tion to him ; ſeeking the Things above, andCom- 
munion with Chtiſt, and Moutification to this 
Worl1, the predominant Love whereof inChriſtian 
Profeſſ ys (which prevails ſo much at this Day to 
the Conſumption of the very Vitals of Religion) 
the Scripture taxes as an Inſtance of ſpiritual A- 
dultery, and Diſl»yalty ro GOD, as it is a Breach 
of the ſpiritual Marriage Covenant between him, 
and them, yea of Enmity to him, Te Adulterers 
and Alultereſſes, know ye nt that the Friendſbip f 
the W-rld-is Enmity with God? wh ſever theref» re 
will be a Friend of the World, is the Enemy of God. * 
You cannot be loyal and faithful ro GOD, if you 
ſuffer the World to rival him jn your Affect ions; 
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nor is jt conſiſtent with the Character of real 
Saints. And as the Effet and Evidence of the 
Love of GOD, let me recommend that cordial 
undiſſembled Love one to another, that Peace, 
and Union, that Goſpel Charity which is tbe Bend 
of perſectneſs, that Love between Magiſtrates and 


. Subjes, Minitters and People, Neighbours and 


Brethren, in every Relation and Society, which is 
the Life and Strength, the Beauty and Glory of a 
Chrittian People, in Oppoſition to Strife and Va— 


ri ice, Enmities and Avimoſities, which apparent- 


I, tend to weaken and diſſo ve Societies, and to 
mtroduce Coniuſion and every Evil Work, But 
1 forbear. 


Thus having, as the Time and my Talent would 
admit (tho', I feat, very imperfeQly) preſented to 
your View the Things, which I apprehend, are of 
greateſt Importance at this Day, to the ſeveral 
Ranks and Orders to whom my Dilcourle has 
been applied : Suffer nie now to make Uſe of the 
Words ot es, in that moving Addrets tol/ras!, 
Set your Hearts un o all the Words which | teſtiſy a- 
mong you this Day---for it is not a vain Thing fur 
yn, becauſe it 15 y ur Life, and thro* this Thing ye 
ſpall prolong y ur Days in tbe Land. * f Jet 
me only add, that as it cannot be doubted, but that 
the Cauſe which our Fathers appeared for ,was the 
Cauſe not of a Party or Set, but common to all 
the loyal Subjects of Jeſvs Chriſt, yea, that it was 
the Cauſe of GOD, it Religion and Reformation 
may be ſo called, (the Things for which they 
expreſs'd fo ardent a Z;-al, being the Ryghts of 
C-nſcience, or the Liberty of r GOD 
as their Conſciences were periwaded, and iced 


by his holy Word, aud the K:ng low of Feſus Chriſt, 
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| both as to it's inward Power in real Religion, and 
it's viſible Glory in the purity of Goſpel Admini= 
| ſtrations,) ſo it might be on all Accounts our In- 

tereſt, as we are bound in Honour andConſcience 
faithfully to adhere to and vigorouſly to purſus 
1 the ſame Glorious Cauſe ; our Life and Happineſs 
1 as a People in Covenant with GOD, is bound up 
; in it: And on theſe Terms we may hope that 
, GOD moit High will appear, for us, in all our 
: Difficulties, and Straits, as our Saviour, Protector, 
; and Bene factor. Very pertinent to this Purpoſe 
0 ate the Words of a very renowned Perſon 4 a- 
˖ mong our Fathers, in a Sermon preach'd by him 

in the Au ſience of the, General Cour? of the Clony 

of the M ¶icbuſetts, above ſeventy Years ago. 
= The common Intereſt of the People. of God 
* & (ſaith he) and of Us the Lord's People in ſpe- 
* & cial, is, the Intereſt of practical Piety and Holis - 
1 «© neſs, - the Intereſt of unmixed ſpiritual Goſpel 
0 „ Worſbip.; —- the Intereſt of Unity, ang Peace in 
e | * the Ways of Reformation; the Intereſt of theſe 
! „ Things, and of juſt and righteous Liberty, in 
. „% order thereunto: The Times are coming and 
7 „ haſtening more and more, wherein Faithfulneis 
* * to GOD in all theſe Things will be the moſt glo- 
i © rious Crown that can be worn upon Earth, a 
Xt © Cr-wn, upon which it ſhall be graven, Here is 
* 6 rhe Faith, and Patience of tbe Saints. This then 
1 is the Word of the Lord to his New England 
10 Chu ches, Let no Man take this your Crown from 
* C you!” God grant we may all hear & obey this | 
y Word of the Lord, that is yet ſpoken to us. And 
of * | : 
D + The Honourabie WILLIAM STOUGHTON, Eſq; when 3 
et he was Preacher of the Goſpel at Dorchefler, whence he was 5 
7 call'd ſucceſſi ely to many Stations of the highen Figure in 1 


the civil Government, And when he dyed was Gmmander 
2 in Chief of the Province, See his Election Sermon, intitled, 
New England's true Interift not to lie. 


* - 
= 4a » ® 4 " 8 — 8 0 9 
— *. 5 d 
> ' + 


K* e N 


i, An Bund SERMON, 


To Conclude, Let us all heartily unite in that 
Prayer of S hm n, 1 King 8 57, 58. The Lord our 
Cad be with us, as be w1s with our Patbers : Ler 
him n t leave us, nor forſake us. That be may inclins 
our Hearts unt» bim, to walk in all bis Ways, and 
to keep bis C:mman.iments, and bis Statutes, and bis 
Fulgments, which be commanded our Fathers. To 
which Prayer, we have an Anſwer dictated from 
the. ſam: inſpired O acles, which carries in it a 
ſolema Admonitiog to all, both Rulers and People, 
which deſerves the cloſeſt Attention and Regard, 
in the Words of the Prophet Azariab, 2 Chron. 
15. 2. Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah, and Benja- 
min, b LORD is with y u, while ye be with bim: 
and if ye ſeek bim. be will be found of you © but if ye 
f-rſake bum, be will forſake you, 
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